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freely criticised, especially on account of the composition of the
Committee on which judges of the United Kingdom unversed in the
complexities of federal organisation have normally been the main,
if not the exclusive, element. Yet there can he little doubt that the
Committee has made great contributions towards moulding the
constitutions of the older member States of the Commonwealth
remote from the local political background,
Wherever the common law has been planted, outside the United
States, the Judicial Committee has been the unifying agency; it has
enjoyed prestige in this respect from the knowledge that most of its
members are engaged in the judicial work of the House of Lords,
It is apparent that far greater diversity would have developed in the
common law countries without its guidance, The amount of uni-
formity in legal principles which was introduced by the appellate
jurisdiction of the Council in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries
helped to root those principles so firmly across the Atlantic in the
first British Empire that they survived the War of Independence.1
In criminal cases the Judicial Committee has been the means of
avoiding grave miscarriages of justice in colonial territories, even in
recent years. Much of Its jurisdiction has been outside the common
law in hearing appeals from countries where Hindu or Moham-
medan or Roman-Dutch law is in force. For the future its jurisdic-
tion will mainly be restricted to appeals from colonial territories,
If so, the main chapter of its history can now be written. The task
may well be entrusted to lawyers who have travelled from Canada,
from Australia and from India to plead before it.
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